
Second Statement on Post-War Iraq 

We write in strong support of efforts by Prime Minister Tony Blair to "get America and Europe 
working again together as partners and not as rivals." While some seem determined to create an 
ever deeper divide between the United States and Europe, and others seem indifferent to the 
long-term survival of the transatlantic partnership, we believe it is essential, even in the midst of 
war, to begin building a new era of transatlantic cooperation. 

The place to begin is post-war Iraq. There should be no question of our common determination to 
help the Iraqi people establish a peaceful, stable, united, prosperous, and democratic Iraq free of 
weapons of mass destruction. We must help build an Iraq that is governed by a pluralistic system 
representative of all Iraqis and fully committed to the rule of law, the rights of all its citizens, and 
the betterment of all its people. Such an Iraq will be a force for regional stability rather than 
conflict and participate in the democratic development of the region. 

The Iraqi people committed to a democratic future must be fully involved in this process in order 
for it to succeed. Consistent with security requirements, our goal should be to progressively 
transfer authority as soon as possible to enable Iraqis to control their own destiny. Millions of 
Iraqis are untainted by service to the Ba'athist dictatorship and are committed to the 
establishment of democratic institutions. It is these Iraqis - not Americans, Europeans or 
international bureaucrats - who should make political and economic decisions on behalf of Iraq. 

Building a stable, peaceful and democratic Iraq is an immense task. It must be a cooperative 
effort that involves international organizations - UN relief agencies, the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund, and other appropriate bodies - that can contribute the talent and 
resources necessary for success. It is therefore essential that these organizations be involved in 
planning now to ensure timely allocation of resources. 

Of particular concern, the effort to rebuild Iraq should strengthen, not weaken transatlantic ties. 
The most important transatlantic institution is NATO, and the Alliance should assume a prominent 
role in post-war Iraq. Given NATO's capabilities and expertise, it should become integrally 
involved as soon as possible in the post-war effort. In particular, NATO should actively support 
efforts to secure and destroy all of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction stockpiles and production 
facilities (a task that should unite the United States, Canada and all European allies committed to 
peace and non-proliferation), ensure peace and stability are maintained in postwar Iraq, and 
assist in the rebuilding of Iraq's infrastructure and the delivery of humanitarian relief. The Atlantic 
Alliance has pledged to confront the new threats of the 21st century. No current challenge is more 
important than that of building a peaceful, unified and democratic Iraq without weapons of mass 
destruction on NATO's own borders.  

Administration of post-war Iraq should from the beginning include not only Americans but officials 
from those countries committed to our goals in Iraq. Bringing different nationalities into the 
administrative organization is important because it allows us to draw on the expertise others have 
acquired from their own previous peacekeeping and reconstruction efforts. It will also facilitate 
closer and more effective ties between the security forces in post-war Iraq and those charged 
with administrating the political and economic rebuilding of Iraq. 

International support and participation in the post-Iraq effort would be much easier to achieve if 
the UN Security Council were to endorse such efforts. The United States should therefore seek 
passage of a Security Council resolution that endorses the establishment of a civilian 
administration in Iraq, authorizes the participation of UN relief and reconstruction agencies, 
welcomes the deployment of a security and stabilization force by NATO allies, and lifts all 
economic sanctions imposed following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait a decade ago. 



 
Gordon Adams          Ron Asmus           Max Boot           

Frank Carlucci          Eliot Cohen          Ivo H. Daalder           

James Dobbins          Thomas Donnelly          Lee Feinstein            

Peter Galbraith          Jeffrey Gedmin          Robert S. Gelbard           

Reuel Marc Gerecht           Philip Gordon         Charles Hill           

Martin S. Indyk          Bruce P. Jackson          Robert Kagan           

Craig Kennedy          William Kristol          Tod Lindberg           

James Lindsay          Will Marshall           Christopher Makins           

Joshua Muravchik          Michael O'Hanlon          Danielle Pletka           

Dennis Ross          Randy Scheunemann           Gary Schmitt           

Helmut Sonnenfeldt          James B. Steinberg 

 

http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/boot_max
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/carlucci_frank
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Cohen_Eliot
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/donnelly_thomas
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/gedmin_jeffrey
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/gerecht_reuel_marc
http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Hill_Charles
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/jackson_bruce
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Kagan_Robert
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/kristol_william
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/lindberg_tod
http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Marshall_Will
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/muravchik_joshua
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/ohanlon_michael
http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/pletka_danielle
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Ross_Dennis
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/Scheunemann_Randy
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/schmitt_gary

